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Neath  Rural  District  Council 


Public  Health  Department, 

Orchard  Chambers, 

Neath. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Neath  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1941  which  is  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  in 
Circulars  2314  and  2067  (Wales)  dated  26th  March,  1941,  and  19th  July,  1940,  respectively.  In  accordance  with 
Circular  2604  (Wales)  no  information  is  given  in  this  Report  which  would  enable  any  local  populations  to  be  recon- 
structed therefrom. 

The  birth-rate  for  your  area  has  decreased  since  1940,  but  with  the  exception  of  that  year  is  the  highest  since 

1933. 


The  jstill-birth  rate  still  decreases  and  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  1934. 

The  death-rate  has  increased  but  in  no  alarming  manner,  being  slightly  lower  than  that  for  the  country 
generally. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  increased  during  the  year,  being  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  Adminis- 
trative County  of  Glamorgan. 

A large  number  of  Measles  cases  was  notified  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  during  the  latter  half  of 
the  year  very  few  notifications  were  received. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Treasurer  and  Engineer  of  the  Council  for  information  supplied  me  for  the  purpose  of  this 
Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

J.  GRIFFITHS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 


I.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Area. — The  acreage  of  the  Rural  District  (including  land  and  inland  water)  is  52,039  acres.  The  acreage 
of  the  various  Parishes  has  been  supplied  in  previous  Annual  Reports. 

( b ) Rateable  Value  and  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  : — 

(1)  Total  Rateable  Value 

(2)  Produce  of  a Penny  Rate — General  Rate  Purposes 

(e)  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

LIVE  I Brith-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  16.4 

BIRTHS  ) 

STILL-  1 Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still-births)  births  36.4 

BIRTHS'  J 

DEATHS  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.7 


^142,385  0s.  Od. 
£525  11s.  9d. 


Maternal  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births. 


(i)  Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis  0.00 

(ii)  Other  Maternal  Causes  ..........  4.37 

(iii)  Total  ..........  4.37 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  71 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  70 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Ill 


Births. — The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  is  as  1,000  to  1,009. 

The  Birth-rate  since  1932  for  the  Neath  Rural  District  Area  is  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Year.  Birth  Rate. 

1932  16.6 

1933  15.7 

1934  17.5 

1935  15.4 

1936  15.9 

1937  16  0 

1938  15.9 

1939  15.3 

1940  17.0 

1941  16.4 


Still-births. — The  Still-birth  rate  since  1934  for  the  Neath  Rural  District  is  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Year. 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 


Still-birth  Rate. 
64.5 

58.8 

50.4 

55.8 

44.5 

54.6 

42.4 

36.4 
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- Total.  Males.  Females. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  48  29  19 

(i)  Age  Distribution  of  Cancer  Deaths. 

Age  Distribution.  Males.  Females. 

0 — 25  years  0 0 

25 — 35  „ 0 0 

35—45  „ 2 0 

45—55  „ 3 5 

55—65  ,,  10  7 

65  and  upwards  ...  ....  .....  .....  14  7 

Total  ‘ 29  19 


Deaths. — Deaths  correspondend  to  a death  rate  of  12.7  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  percentage  of  deaths  at  different  age  periods  is  given  below  : — 


Age  Period. 

0 — 1 year 

1 — 2 years 

2 — 5 years 
5 — 15  years 

15- — 25  years 
25 — 45  years 
45 — 65  years 
65  years  and  upwards 


Death  Percentage. 
9.4 
1.8 
1.8 

1.9 

4.9 

10.5 

29.6 
40.1 


The  District  Coroner  held  inquests  on  11.7%  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 


Transferable  Deaths. — 128  deaths  occurred  outside  the  District,  i.e.  being  persons  belonging  to  this  District, 
and  which  are  included  in  the  total  number  of  deaths.  32  deaths  occurred  within  the  District  among  persons 
belonging  to  other  Districts.  These  have  been  transferred  to  the  Districts  concerned,  and  are  not  included  in  the 
number  of  deaths  for  the  area. 

The  Death-rates  since  1932  for  the  District  are  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Year.  Death-rate. 

1932  .....  12.4 

1933  .....  11.3 

1934  11.0 

1935  10.7 

1936  .....  11.1 

1937  11.3 

1938  11.2 

1939  12.0 

1940  11.4 

1941  12.7 


Seasonable  Death-rate.— The  following  Table  gives  the  Death-rate  for  each  quarter  of  the  year  : — 

Death-rate. 

First  Quarter  ...  . ...  16.1 

Second  Quarter  13.9 

Third  Quarter  9.9 

Fourth  Quarter  11.0 
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Infantile  Mortality. — The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  71  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

The  infantile  mortality  rates  in  legitimate  and  illegitimate  infants  were  70  and  111  respectively. 
The  following  Table  gives  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  each  year  since  1932  : — 


Year.  Rate  per  1,000  Births. 

1932  73 

1933  79 

1934  63 

1935  53 

1936  69 

1937  64 

1938  70 

1939  65 

1940  48 

1941  71 


Comparative  Table  of  Birth-rate,  Death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  within 
the  County  of  Glamorgan  : — 


District. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
population. 

Crude  Death- 
rate  per  1,000 
population. 

Infant  Mortality 
rate  per  1,000 
live  births. 

Administrative  County 

16.7 

13.2 

67 

Urban  Districts  

16.9 

13.7 

69 

Rural  Districts 

16.0 

11.7 

62 

England  & Wales 

14.2 

12.9 

59 

Neath  Rural 

16.4 

12.7 

71 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  Death-rate  (since  1932)  for  the  Neath  Rural  District 
the  following  Table  : — 

Zymotic  Diseases. 
Year.  Death-rate. 

1932  0.49 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 


0.39 

0.27 

0.17 

0.29 

0.17 

0.19 

0.19 

0.22 

0.27 


(Glamorgan)  are  shown  in 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years),  Death-rates  per  1.000  Births  (since  1932)  for  the  Neath  Rural 
District  (Glamorgan)  are  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 

Death-rate  per 

Year.  1,000  Births. 

1932  9.00 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 


3.14 
5.63 
4.80 
4.68 
1 .55 
1.55 
0.00 
5.83 
4.43 


Sickness  and  Invalidity. — 700  cases  of  Measles  were  notified,  chiefly  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the 
majority  of  the  cases  occurring  in  the  Parishes  of  Dulais  Higher,  Neath  Higher,  Resolven,  Blaenhonddan  and  Coed- 
franc. 
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II.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. — Diplomas  and  Certificates  of  Medical  Nursing  and  Sanitary 
Officers  of  the  Authority  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

(2)  There  have  been  no  developments  or  changes  in  the  services  provided  in  the  area  that  come  under 
the  following  heads  : — 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics  used  solely  for  Diagnosis  or  Consultation. 

(e)  Hospital  : Public  and  Voluntary. 


The  existing  Centres  and  particulars  regarding  same  are  given  below  : — 


Name. 

Situation. 

Nature  of  Accommodation. 

By  whom  provided. 

Purposes  for 
which  used. 

Glynneath 

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
Addoldy  Road 

Pram  Shelter. 

W’aiting  Room. 

Disrobing  and  Weighing  Room. 
Medical  Officer’s  Room. 

Nurses’  Room. 

Testing  Room. 

Kitchen. 

Lavatories,  etc.,  for  Staff  and 
Patients. 

Neath  Rural 
District  Council. 

Infant  Welfare 
and  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics. 

Seven  Sisters 

Infant  Welfare  Cejitre, 
Mary  Street 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Skewen  

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
Cefn  Park 

do. 

do. 

Now  used  as  a 
First  Aid  Post 

Resolven 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall 

Two  Rooms 

do. 

Infant  Welfare 
Clinic. 

Aberdulais 

Baptist  Chapel  Vestry 

Two  Rooms 

do. 

do. 

Efail  Fach 

“Y  Gangen  Chapel” 

One  Room  ( partitioned ) 

do. 

do. 

Onllwyn 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall  .... 

Three  Rooms 

do. 

do. 

Skewen 

United  Methodist  Vestry 

Two  Rooms 

do. 

do. 

Neath 

15,  Orchard  Street 

Three  Rooms 

do. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  attendances  at  each  Centre  during  the  year  : — 


Centre. 


Skewen 
Seven  Sisters 
Pontrhydyfen 
Aberdulais  ... 
Resolven 
Glyn  Neath 
Onllwyn 


Total  Attendances. 

First 

Visits. 

Number  who  attended 
during  the  year  and  who 
at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  : — 

Children 

j Children 

Children 

Children 

Children 

Children 

under  One 

One  to  Five 

under  One 

One  to  Five 

under  One 

One  to  Five 

year. 

years. 

year. 

years. 

year. 

years. 

141 

87 

56 

2 

49 

32 

199 

138 

52 

13 

44 

80 

143 

55 

28 

3 

18 

28 

208 

in 

63 

11 

54 

71 

231 

189 

63 

18 

54 

98 

504 

217 

104 

30 

96 

120 

297 

136 

34 

7 

40 

61 

1,723 

933 

400 

84 

355 

490 

Totals 
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Ante-Natal  Centres. — Monthly  sessions  were  held  at  each  of  the  following  Centres  : — 

(1)  Clinic,  Addoldy  Road,  Glyn  Neath. 

(2)  Clinic,  Mary  Street,  Seven  Sisters. 

Fortnightly  sessions  were  held  at  the  following  Centre  : — 

(1)  Health  Dept.,  15,  Orchard  Street,  Neath. 

The  total  attendances  at  these  Centres  during  the  year  were  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  Expectant  Mothers  who  attended  224 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  by  Expectant  Mothers  470 

The  number  of  Maternity  Cases  admitted  to  the  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  Penrhiwtyn,  Neath, 
during  the  year  amounted  to  47. 

Other  Facilities  under  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes. 

Arrangements  are  in  existence  for  the  treatment  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  dental  and  ophthalmic  cases, 
by  the  appropriate  officers  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  a scale  of  charges  being  fixed  between  the 
two  authorities. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  6 

Eye  Treatment  ...  ....  0 

Dental  Treatment  : 

(а)  Expectant  Mothers  ..  ... . ... . 38 

(б)  Children  ...  13 

Cod-Liver  Oil. 

During  the  year,  Cod  Liver  Oil  was  given  in  109  instances  ; the  total  number  of  bottles  supplied 
amounting  to  121,  the  cost  of  which  was  £12.  4s.  7d. 

Hospitals. 

During  the  year  under  review,  there  were  no  Public  or  Voluntary  Hospitals  within  the  area,  but 

provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  admission  of  maternity  cases  for  institutional  treatment  to  the 

West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  by  arrangements  with  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  ; a maintenance  fee 
of  six  shillings  per  case  per  day  is  charged. 

All  infectious  cases  are  removed  to  the  Tonna  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Neath,  which  is  jointly  owned 
by  the  Neath  Rural  District  and  the  Borough  of  Neath. 

No  developments  or  changes  occurred  in  the  services  provided  under  the  following  heads  : — 

(a)  Midwifery  Service  (Glamorgan  County  Council,  Supervising  Authority). 

( b ) Maternity  Services. 

(c)  Institutional  provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

(< i)  Health  Visitors  . — There  are  three  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Council  and  the  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  work  done  by  them  during  the  year  : — 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  : — 

First  Visits,  203.  Total  Visits,  320. 

Total  Visits  to  Children  under  1 year  of  age,  1,111. 


Visits  to  Children,  1 to  5 years  : — 

Total  Visits,  1,231. 

Visits  to  investigate  Still-births  .....  30 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  4 

Visits  to  Tubercular  Cases  87 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .....  263 

Total  Visits  3,046 


Child  Life  Protection. — There  were  no  persons  in  the  area  receiving  children  for  reward  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Eli. — SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Water  . — The  main  water  supply  of  the  area  is  the  Ystradfellte  Water  Scheme.  A portion  of 
the  Parish  of  Rhigos  is  supplied  from  the  Llynfawr  Reservoir  which  belongs  to  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
Council. 
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rainfall  was  recorded  at  Ystradfellte  Reservoir  during  the  Year  1941  : — 

3.36  inches. 

8.03  „ 

5.87  ,, 

1.84 

4.55  „ 

1.81 

4.55  „ 

9.21 

0.79  „ 

10.60  ,, 

5.76  ,, 

7.54  „ 


Total  63.91  ,, 

Extension  of  Mains. — No  extensions  of  water  mains  of  any  importance  were  carried  out  during  the 


year. 

The  following  are  results  of  water  analyses  during  the  year  : — 


No. 

Source. 

Bacteriological 

Examination. 

Chemical 

Examination. 

1 

Tap,  Brynteg  Terrace,  Seven  Sisters 

Doubtful  Purity. 

Fairly  Satisfactory. 

2 

Tap,  The  Don  Cafe,  Rhigos 

Fairly  Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

3 

Tap,  Crud-yr-Awel,  Seven  Sisters 

Satisfactory. 

— 

4 

Tap,  Hyfrvdfa,  Glynneath  Road,  Resolven 

Moderate  Purity. 

— 

5 

Tap,  3,  Oddfellows  Street,  Glynneath  

Fairly  Satisfactory. 

— 

6 

Tap,  1,  Council  Houses,  Cilfrew 

Satisfactory. 

— 

7 

Tap,  1,  Drymmau  Road,  Skewen 

Fairly  Satisfactory. 

— 

8 

Tap,  2,  Chapel  Row,  Tonmawr  

Satisfactory. 

— 

9 

Tap,  Crud-yr-Awel,  Seven  Sisters 

Satisfactory. 

Fairly  Satisfactory. 

10 

Tap,  R.O.F.,  Rhigos 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

11 

Tap,  2,  Brynteg  Terrace,  Seven  Sisters 

Satisfactory. 

— 

12 

Tap,  4,  Drymmau  Road,  Skewen 

Satisfactory. 

— 

13 

Tap,  2,  Chapel  Row,  Tonmawr  

Satisfactory. 

— 

14 

Jersey  Marine  Service  Reservoir 

Satisfactory. 

— 

15 

Ystradfellte  Reservoir 

— 

Moderate  Purity. 

16 

Spring,  Gellibwch  Farm,  Jersey  Marine 

Doubtful  Purity. 

Moderate  Purity. 

17 

Pipe  D,  Supply  from  Mountain  Stream,  Ffaldydre,  Resolven 

Satisfactory. 

— 

18 

Tap,  Hyfryafa,  Glynneath  Rd.,  Resolven 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

19 

Tap,  11,  Dynevor  Road,  Skewen 

Doubtful  Purity  . 

Satisfactory. 

20 

Tap,  Parc-y-Bryn,  Bryncoch. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

21 

Tap,  Rhosamman,  School  Road,  Crynant 

— 

Satisfactory. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  percentage  of  houses  on  the  various  water  supplies  in  the  area  : — 


District. 

Ystrad- 

fellte 

Water 

Scheme. 

Llynfawr 

Reservoir. 

Mr. 

Bevan’s 

Private 

Neath 

Borough 

Reservoir. 

Springs, 

Wells, 

Etc. 

Withou  t 
Water 
Supply. 

DULAIS  VALLEY— 

Comprising  of  Dulais  Higher  and  Dulais 
Lower 

94.1 

0.0 

1.3 

0.0 

4.6 

0.0 

NEATH  VALLEY — (Non-Tidal  Portuion ) — 
Comprising  of  Rhigos,  Neath  Higher, 
Blaengwrach,  Resolven,  Neath  Lower 
and  Clyne 

86.5 

8.1 

0.0 

0.0 

5.3 

0.1 

NEATH  VALLEY — (Tidal  Portion ) — 

Comprising  of  Tonna,  Blaenhonddan, 
Dyffryn  Clydach  and  Coedffranc 

96.91 

0.0 

0.0 

0.1 

2.97 

0.02 

AFAN  VALLEY— 

Comprising  of  Baglan  Higher  and 
Michaelstone  Higher 

94.6 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

5.6 

0.0 

Totals — N.R.D.C 

93.05 

2.51 

0.23 

0.04 

4.12 

0.05 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  were  no  extensions  of  sewerage  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — There  was  no  evidence  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  during  the  year,  other 
than  the  depositing  of  small  coal  from  collieries  into  the  rivers,  a practice  which  has  now  continued  for  a 
number  o!  years. 


RAINFALL. 

The  following  monthly 
January 
February 

March  

April 

May 

Tune 

July  

August  

September 

October 

November 

December 
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(4)  Closet  Accommodation. — There  were  no  conversions  to  the  water-carriage  system  during  the  year. 
The  following  Table  gives  the  percentages  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  houses  in  the  area: — 


PARISH 

Water 
Carriage 
System 
to  Sewe 

r 

Water  Water 
Carriage  Carriage 
System  to  System  to 
Cesspool  Rivers  & 
Acdisused  Streams 
Pits 

Slop  | 

Water  j 

System  | Hou  ses 
only  to  | without 
Cesspool  Drains 
& Water  j 
Course  i 

Pails 

Privies 

House* 

without 

Closet 

accom- 

modation 

DULAIS  VALLEY— 

Comprising  Dulais  Higher  and  Dulais  Lower 

94.18 

0.80 

0.00 

| 

3.15  1.87 

4.01 

1.01 

0.0 

NON-TIDAL  PORTION  OF  NEATH  VALLEY— 

Comprising  Rhigos,  Neath  Higher,  Blaengwrach, 
Resolven,  Neath  Lower  and  Clyne 

68.72 

2.50 

0.13 

i 

22.80  5.85 

25.66 

2.73 

0.26 

TIDAL  PORTION  OF  NEATH  VALLEY— 

Comprising  Tonna,  Blaenhonddan,  Duffryn  Clydach 
and  Coedffranc 

91.47 

2.05 

0.02 

j 

4.30  2.16 

5.01 

1.23 

0.22 

AFAN  VALLEY— 

Comprising  Baglan  Higher  and  Michaelstone  Higher 

58.7S 

2.29 

0.00 

34.10  4.83 

34.10 

4.58 

0.25 

Totals — N.R.D.C 

83.65 

1.96 

0.05 

10.99  3.35 

12.36 

1.79 

0.19 

(5)  Public  Cleansing. — In  the  Parish  of  Coedffranc,  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  In 
all  other  Parishes  it  is  carried  out  by  the  contract  system,  which  leaves  much  to  be  desired  both  in  the 
manner  of  the  collection  and  also  in  the  control  of  dumps,  which  in  the  main  are  both  unsightly  and 


insanitary. 

(6)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  are  given  below  : — 

Nature  of  Visits.  No.  Nature  of  Visits.  No. 

Re  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  163  To  Provision,  Butchers,  Fish  and  Fruit  and 

General  District  Inspection  541  „ Ice-Cream  Shops  .....  . 1,332 

To  Factories  32  ,,  Scavenging  Dumps  179 

„ Common  Lodging  Houses  7 ,,  Slaughter  Houses  . 543 

,,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  148  ,,  Public  Houses  ....%  109 

„ Picture  Halls  .. ..  49  „ Urinals . 252 

,,  Barber  Shops  86  ,,  Visits  to  Owners  re  Notices  16 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  & Milkshops  299  Re  Rats  and  Mice  32 

,,  Stables  80  

,,  Piggeries  218  Total  .....  4,086 

Nature  of  Defects.  No.  of 

Defects. 

Dwellings  Defective  walls,  floors,  troughing,  ventilation,  lighting,  etc.  44 

Pantries  5 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ....  ...  3 

Dampness  18 

Drains  New  Drains  7 

Defective  traps,  gullies,  etc 9 

Choked  or  foul  drains  . .....  14 

Yards  Defective  and  Unpaved  10 

Neglect  of  Cleanliness  ...  3 

Other  nuisances  in  yards  ■ 2 

Closets  New  Pail  Closets  .........  2 

Disrepair  6 

New  Pails  Provided  6 

Neglect  of  Cleanliness  2 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pail  Closets  ........  0 
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Nature  of  Defects.  No.  of 

Defects. 
0 
10 
4 
15 
8 
22 
2 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
6 

4 
18 
10 
9 
0 
1 

32 
8 
96 

Total  ...  378 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served. 

(1)  Informal 

(2)  Statutory 


Total  130 

(c)  Result  of  the  Service  of  above  Notices  :■ — (1)  Informal  Notices  complied  with  96 

(2)  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ....  ...  3 

Total  99 


124 

6 


Water-Closets 


Wash-ups 

Baths 

Cesspools 

Vent-Shafts 


Conversion  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  to  Water  Closets 

Defective  Structure  and  Fittings 

New  Pans  provided 

Choked  or  Foul 

New  Flushing  Arrangements 

Repair  of  Flushing  Arrangements 

Provision  of  New  ones 

Provision  of  new  Wash-ups 

Defective  traps,  connections,  etc. 

Defective  traps,  connections,  etc. 

Foul  or  defective  

New  ones  provided 
Defective  Shafts  repaired 


Stables,  Cowsheds  and 
Piggeries,  etc. 


Defective  Structure 
To  remove  manure 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses 

Provision,  Butcher,  Fish  and  Fruit,  Dairies,  Milk-Shops  and  Ice-cream  Shops 

Barber  Shops 

Picture  Halls 

Rats  and  Mice 

Urinals 

Refuse  Removal  ... 


(7)  Eradication  of  Bed-bugs. 

(1)  Houses  Disinfested  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses  ......................  4 


The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  infested  houses  being  sprayed 
with  Zaldecide  Pyagra  after  removal  of  woodwork  such  as  picture-rails,  floor-boards,  etc.  Tenants  are 
advised  not  to  buy  second-hand  furniture,  bedding,  etc. 


(8)  Schools. — The 

School. 

sanitary  conditions 

and  water  supply  of  Schools  within 
Source  of  Water. 

the  District  are  as  follows  : — 
Closet  Accommodation. 

Aberdulais — Mixed 

Ystradfellte  Water  Supply. 

Water  Carriage  system  to  Sewer 

Aberdulais — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Blaengwrach — Mixed 

do. 

dc. 

Blaengwrach — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Bryncoch — Mixed  . 

do. 

do. 

Bryncoch — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Bryncoch  (Non-provided)- 

— Mixed  & Infants 

do. 

do. 

Cadoxton — junior  

do. 

do. 

Cadoxton — Senior  

do. 

do. 
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School 

Source  of  Water 

Closet  Accommodation 

Cilfrew — Junior 

Ystradf elite  Water  Supply. 

Water  Carriage  system  to  Sewer. 

Coedffranc- — Boys  

do. 

do. 

Coedffranc — Girls  

do. 

do. 

Coedffranc — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Skewen  Lower — Boys 

do. 

do. 

Skewen  Lower — Girls 

do. 

do. 

Clyne — Mixed 

do. 

Water-carriage  system  to  Cesspooi 

Clyne — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Crynant — Mixed 

do. 

Water-carriage  system  to  Sewer 

Crynant — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Glyn  Neath — Boys  

do. 

do. 

Glyn  Neath — Girls  

do. 

do. 

Glyn  Neath — Infants  

do. 

do. 

Jersey  Marine — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Jersey  Marine — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Maesmarchog — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Maesmarchog — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Neath  Abbey — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Onllwyn — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Onllwyn — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Resolven — Boys 

do. 

do. 

Resolven — Girls 

do. 

do. 

Resolven — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Rhigos — Mixed 

Llynfawr  Reservoir 

Pail  Closet. 

Rhigos — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Seven  Sisters — Boys 

Ystradfellte  Water  Supply 

Water  carriage  system  to  Sewer. 

Seven  Sisters — Girls 

do. 

do. 

Seven  Sisters — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Tonna — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Tonna — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Tonmawr — Mixed 

do. 

Pail  Closet. 

Tonmawr — Infants 

(1/  Housing  Schemes. 

do. 

IV. — HOUSING. 

do. 

During  the  year  no  new  houses  were  constructed  in  the  Council's  area.  Since  1918  the  Council 
have  constructed  800  houses,  in  the  area. 

(2)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 


(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 


Health  or  Housing  Acts)  204 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  322 

(3)  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  local  authority  or  their  officers  .....  28 

(5)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


repairs  ....  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ...  3 

(£>)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .....  0 


15 


(6)  Overcrowding. 

On  the  31st  December,  1940,  there  were  297  cases  of  known  overcrowding  in  the  area,  for  which 
it  was  estimated  that  190  houses  were  necessary  to  abate  such  overcrowding. 

Since  this  date  no  accurate  figures  are  available  which  will  serve  to  give  a picture  of  overcrowding 
in  the  area,  but  it  may  be  said  with  fair  accuracy  that  the  present  position  shows  no  improvement  upon 
that  at  December,  1940. 


V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.— 299  visits  were  paid  to  farms  and  dairies  during  the  year.  The  registered  number 
of  milk  producers  in  the  area  is  139  and  the  registered  number  of  milk  vendors  who  are  retailers  only  is 
35.  One  retailer  is  licensed  to  produce  Pasteurised  Milk  and  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  while  four 
other  retailers  are  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  within  the  area  which  has  been  Pasteurised  outside  the 
area. 

( b ) Meat  and  other  Foods. — There  is  one  slaughterhouse  only  in  the  area  taken  over  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  namely,  Court  Herbert  Slaughterhouse,  near  Neath.  It  is  an  “ Export  ” Slaughterhouse,  the 
majority  of  the  meat  thereat  being  exported  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  chiefly  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

The  following  number  of  Cattle,  etc.,  were  slaughtered  and  examined  during  the  year  : — 


Slaughterhouse. 

Bovinea 

Sheep  & Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Co 

w s. 

Other  E 

5o  vines. 

SI. 

Ex. 

SI. 

Ex. 

SI. 

Ex. 

SI. 

Ex. 

SI. 

Ex. 

Court  Herbert, 
Neath  ... 

511 

511 

3 

3 

5,161 

5,161 

253 

253 

26,474 

26,474 

The  following  were  surrendered  at  the  Slaughterhouse  : — 


Carcases  :• — 


Bo  vines. 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Cows. 

Other 

Bov 

nes. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

Other  Causes. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

24 

6 

3 

0 

6 

6 

0 

8 

81  I 
! 

Heads  : — 


Portions. 

2 Cow  Forequarters 

2 Cow  Hindquarters 
1 Shoulder  of  Veal 

1 Sow  Leg 

Edible  Offal. 

222  Bovine  Livers 
87  Pair  Bovine  Lungs 

3 Bovine  Kidneys 


Cows. 

Pigs. 

Other 

Other 

T.B. 

Causes. 

T.B. 

Causes. 

15 

O 

38 

0 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Abscess. 

Abscess. 


Parasitic,  T.B.,  etc. 

Parasitic,  T.B.,  etc. 

Nephritis. 
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189  Calf  Plucks  ...  Abscesses,  T.B.,  Immaturity,  Jaundice,  Melanosis, 

Moribund,  etc. 

173  Sheep  Plucks  ....  . . Parasitic. 

289  Sheep  Livers  ... . Parasitic. 

89  Pair  Sheep  Lungs  ...  .....  Parasitic. 

18  Pig  Plucks  T.B.  and  Parasitic 

4 Pig  Livers  Cirrhotic. 


Total  Weight  Condemned — From  Tuberculosis  17,837^  lbs. 

From  Other  Causes  11,484  lbs. 

Total  29,32 1£  lbs. 


The  following  were  surrendered  at 

1 Sheep  Carcase 

16  Tins  Baked  Beans. 

3 Tins  Sausages. 

2 Tins  Plums. 

2 Tins  Carrots. 

1 Tin  Jam. 

10  lbs.  Sausages. 


various  shops  : — 

55  lbs. 

14  Tins  Herrings. 
3 Tins  Milk. 

2 Tins  Salmon. 

1 Tin  Peas. 

14  Cheeselets. 


VI. — PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  largest  number  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  were  in  respect  of  Measles,  Diphtheria, 
Pneumonia  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  The  cases  of  Measles  occurred  chiefly  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  in  the  Parishes  of  Neath  Higher,  Resolven,  Dulais  Higher,  Blaenhonddan  and  Coedffranc. 

Diphtheria  cases  occurred  chiefly  in  Coedffranc,  Dulais  Higher  and  Neath  Higher,  and  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  cases  in  Coedffranc. 

The  Parish  distribution  of  all  cases  notified  is  given  in  the  Table  below. 

During  the  year  very  little  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  was  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners  as  cases  are 
sent  in  almost  immediately  to  Tonna  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  results  of  examination  of  specimens  sent  to  the  laboratories  during 
the  year  : — 


Number 

Results. 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Examined. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Swabs  ? Diphtheria 

526 

16 

510 

Sputum  ? T.  B 

8 

1 

7 

Faeces  ? Enteric 

1 

0 

1 

C.  S.  F.  Fluid  

1 

1 

0 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  facilities  were  offered  at  the  Clinics  for  Immunisation.  The 
immediate  response  was  somewhat  indifferent,  so  the  same  facilities  were  offered  to  the  schools  by  sending 
out  forms  for  parents  to  sign  should  they  be  desirous  of  having  their  children  immunised.  The  response 
in  respect  of  school  children  was  very  encouraging  and  was  helped  appreciably  by  the  wireless  appeal 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  asking  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

Immunisation  was  carried  out  at  the  various  Schools  and  Clinics  in  the  area  by  your  Medical  Officer 
and  consisted  of  two  injections,  at  an  interval  of  f»ur  weeks,  of  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  for  children,  and 
three  injections  of  Diphtheria  Toxoid  Antitoxin  in  respect  of  adults. 

The  work  continued  consistently  throughout  the  year,  and  on  31st  December,  1941,  the  following 
was  the  position  in  your  area  respecting  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years  : — 


Age  Under  Age  over  5 years  and 

5 years.  Under  15  years. 

Percentage  Immunised  ...  14.8%  63% 
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Although  the  year’s  work  shows  a big  improvement  in  this  respect,  much  yet  remains  to  be  done 
to  bring  Immunisation  of  children  up  to  a satisfactory  position  in  the  area  and  the  work  in  this  direction 
now  continues. 

Of  the  99  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year  9 were  immunised  during  the  year,  the 
following  being  dates  of  inoculation  and  probable  date  of  infection  in  the  case  of  each  : — 


No. 

Dates  of  Inoculation. 

Probable  Date  of  Infection. 

1 

3/2/41  and  3/3/41 

24/4/41 

2 

17/5/41  and  17/6/41 

20/7/41 

3 

19/6/41  and  21/7/41 

3/8/41 

4 

8/5/41  and  12/6/41 

29/9/41 

5 

10/1/41  and  12/2/41 

4/6/41 

6 

15/5/41  and  18/6/41 

22/8/41 

7 

6/5/41  and  16/6/41 

8/10/41 

8 

15/5/41  and  30/6/41 

10/10/41 

9 

1/7/41  and  28/7/41 

27/10/4 1 

Smallpox. — There  was  no  case  of  smallpox  in  your  area  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fewer. — 38  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  16  for  the  previous  year.  There  were  no 
deaths. 


Diphtheria. — During  the  year  99  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  92  for  the  previous  year. 

The  death-rate  was  0.10  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — 7 cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  one  of  which  was  removed  to  hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 2 cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  were  treated  at  home.  In 

neither  case  was  vision  impaired. 

Erysipelas. — 6 cases  occurred,  as  compared  with  12  the  previous  year. 

Pneumonia. — 90  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  63  the  previous  year.  Death-rate  was  0.37 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Measles. — 700  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  479  during  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate 

was  0.07  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Whooping  Cough. — 83  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  5 the  previous  year.  The  death-rate 

was  0.02  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  One  case  occurred  and  was  admitted  to  Hospital.  The  patient  recovered. 

Cerebro-Spinai  Fever. — 23  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  removed  to  hospital. 
The  death-rate  was  0.02  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  56  Pulmonary  and  29  Non-Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  42  Pulmonary  and  33  Non-Pulmonary  for  the  previous  year.  During  the 
year  there  were  21  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  11  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  as  compared  with 
27  from  Pulmonary  and  7 from  Non-Pulmonary  during  the  previous  year. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). — The  following  Table  gives  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  area  during  the  year  1941,  together  with  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to 
Hospital  : — 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Diseases. 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

38 

31 

Diphtheria 

99 

99 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

1 

Pneumonia 

90 

0 

Erysipelas 

6 

0 

Cerebro-Spinai  Fever 

23 

23 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

83 

0 

Measles 

700 

4 
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The  Table  below  shows  the  age  distribution'  of  notified  infectious  diseases  : 

, ^ j , j ■ ^ — — — — — — ■ i i ■ 


diseases. 


All  Under 

Ages  1 year  1-  2- 


5- 


65  & 

10  15-  20-  35-  45-  over 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 


0 0 0 

38  0 1 

99  0 5 

1 0 0 

7 — — 

90  6 11 

6 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 2 — 

23  2 2 

83  6 11 

700  40  54 

1 0 0 


0 0 0 0 0 

54  1 18  8 

9 8 8 37  13 

0 0 0 0 1 


4 

0 

0 


4 

0 

0 


1 

0 

0 


7 

0 

0 


1 

0 

0 


110  7 2 

13  16  14  22  0 

73  89  88  314  34 

0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 

0 1 

8 10 

0 0 

1 4 

6 14 

0 3 

0 0 

3 2 

0 0 

7 1 

0 0 


0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 0 — 

7 21  8 

0 2 1 

0 0 0 

3 0 0 

0 1 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 0 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Trea 

ted. 

At  Home. 

Hospital 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis. 


The  following  Table  shows  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1941  : — 


Age  Periods. 


0 

years 

to 

1 

year 

1 

year 

to 

5 years 

5 

years 

to 

10 

years 

10 

years 

to 

15 

years 

15 

years 

to 

20 

years 

20 

years 

to 

25 

years 

25 

years 

to 

35 

years 

35 

years 

to 

45 

years 

45 

years 

to 

55 

years 

55 

years 

to 

65 

years 

65 

years 

and  upwards 

Totals 

New  Cases  (Notified). 


Deaths. 


Pulmonary. 

Non 

-Pul. 

Pulmonary. 

Non 

-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5 

2 

4 

3 

0 

1 

2 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

9 

1 

1 

4 

3 

0 

1 

7 

3 

2 

0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

2 ' 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

32 

24 

13 

16 

15 

6 

7 

4 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  as  9 is  to  32. 

With  regard  to  the  9 cases  not  notified,  the  following  are  the  circumstances  respecting  these  cases. . 
In  two  cases  death  was  certified  after  Post  Mortems  and  Inquests  as  Silicosis  accompanied ^ by 
In  five  cases  death  took  place  in  Hospitals  outside  the  area  the  cause  of  death  m ^ ‘ J"CKb J^fSi 
as  Tubercular  Meningitis  and  a further  two  instances  as  Tabes  Mesentenca  (one  of  the  latter  being  a child 
of  9 months),  and  the  fifth  as  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Tubercular  Peritonitis. 

In  the  two  remaining  cases  the  medical  practitioner  in  each  case  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  cases 
had  been  previously  notified. 


Infectious  Diseases  Incidence— Paris  Distribution. 
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